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Services 

March 1, 2020 at 11:00 a.m. 
Manhattan Film Institute Winter Film Series 
Tony Stiridakis, lay speaker 

March 8, 2020 at 11:00 a.m. 
 “Compassionate Community in Uncertain Times” 
Cathy Demeroto, Executive Director, CAST 

March 15, 2020 at 11:00 a.m. 
 “Garage Sale of the Mind” 
A whimsical meditation on sin, sex, civility, love, the internet and virtual community, simplicity 
and God. 
Rev. Ned Wight 

March 22, 2020 at 11:00 a.m. 
 “What I wish I knew then…” 
Rev. Valerie Freseman 

March 29, 2020 at 11:00 a.m. 
 “Faith and Religion” 
Charlie Lehner, lay speaker 
 

http://firstuniversalistsouthold.org/
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Coming Attractions !!! 

February 29th – Auction Fundraiser.  American Legion Hall, 51655 Main Rd., Southold, 12 – 5 
p.m. 

March 3rd – Covenant Group.  Parsonage, 4:00 p.m.  Topic:  “Transitions” 

March 11th – Circle Worship.  Parsonage, 6 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.  Topic:  “The Wisdom Tree” 

March 16th – Theology on Tap.  North Fork Taps & Corks, Southold, 7:00 p.m.  Topic:  
“Wisdom and Folly” 

March 17th – Board Meeting.  Parsonage, 5:00 p.m.  All are welcome. 

March 19th – Fellowship Appreciation Dinner.  American Legion Hall, 51655 Main Rd., 
Southold, 6:00 p.m.  Join us for good food and fellowship! 

March 22nd – Congregational Conversation:  UU the Vote! Holy Trinity, 12:30 – 1:30 p.m.  
Rev. Valerie will lead the discussion. 

March 28th  – Minister’s Community Office Hours.  North Fork Taps and Corks, 53345 Main 
Rd., Southold, 10 – 11:30 a.m. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Covenant Group 
 
Please join us on Tuesday, March 3rd, 4-5 p.m.  Front door of the parsonage.  “Transitions” 
is the topic. 
 
Bring a high and a low to share for the month. 
 
We are still collecting food for the mini-pantry in Greenport and quarters for the Greenport 
Laundromat. 
 
There’s a trick to the graceful transition.  It begins with the vision to recognize when a job, a 
life stage, or a relationship is over…and let it go.  It means leaving what is over and moving 
on, without denying its validity or its importance in our lives.  Believe and have faith that you 
are moving up, rather than out. 
 
In Peace, 
Ginny Cornell  
 

 
 
 

March Offerings 
 
Circle Worship, Wednesday, March 11th, 6 p.m., Parsonage 
Topic:  “The Wisdom Tree” 

Our monthly contemplative service of discussion, music, ritual, and art.   

 
Minister’s Community Office Hours, March 28th, 10 – 11:30 a.m., North Fork Taps & 
Corks 

Join Rev. Valerie for a coffee and conversation at North Fork Taps & Corks.  All are 
welcome.  No topic or agenda!  Just fellowship in a public arena. 
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Notes from the Building Team 
 
Peter Marren met with Mike Verity (Chief Building Inspector, Town of Southold Building 
Department).  Peter was told we must make the basement space (of the Parish Hall 
building) usable (people) space, not just storage space.  That change necessitated adding 
a wheel-chair-accessible elevator in the lobby (between the PH building and the 
Sanctuary). 
 
The BT met and discussed electronics (to be wired).  Peter asked that we:  identify the 
issues, (but) not provide the solutions, that he (and builder) will work with the tech person to 
figure out the best solutions.  Peter sent me a list and asked for yes or no answers  with 
(only) short comments.  I sent Peter the list. 
 
Progress continues on completion of the CDs.   
 
Irene Stewart, Chair      
 

 

Thought for March… 

All of you have loved someone, have done 
someone a kindness, have healed a wound, 
have taken on a challenge.  Never doubt how 
vitally important you are.  Every moment, you 

make a difference.  So, today, appreciate 
yourself. 

    

Fellowship Appreciation Dinner 
 
Mark your calendars for March 19th, 6:00 p.m.  Our annual Fellowship Appreciation Dinner 
(courtesy of the Membership & Outreach Committee) will be held at the American Legion 
Hall, 51655 Main Road, Southold, at 6:00 p.m. 
 
Join us – members and friends – for some good food and fellowship, as we celebrate what 
we accomplished this past year and look at what is ahead of us in the next. 
 
Please let us know if you plan to attend, and how many will be in your party. 
 
We hope to see you there! 
 
Beth Peterson (beakeeper67@yahoo.com, 631-727-2059) 
Bill Funke (bllfnk@yahoo.com, 631-276-0258) 
Membership & Outreach Co-chairs 

 

mailto:beakeeper67@yahoo.com
mailto:bllfnk@yahoo.com
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Wisdom 
 
“The Cloud of Witnesses” 
 
A few years ago, a computer I owned completely crashed.  Luckily, I had the time and 
money to replace what was on there – countless writings and musings and saved articles 
on everything that interested me, including a wealth of materials gained from my graduate 
school education. 
 
Someone asked me how I could remain so calm.  I told them, “Easy.  I have embraced the 
Cloud – everything is in the Cloud.” 
 
It used to be that computer fiascos, like “the blue screen of death” or any other problem, 
were addressed by “backing up.”  Most everyone had a clunky external hard drive.   
Nowadays, however, one is more likely to use a free “cloud” service in addition to a hard 
drive – a cloud service – a free or low-cost subscription – that provides computer users the 
ability not just to store data without thinking about it, but also to access it on multiple 
devices or anywhere a password can be entered; 
 
The Cloud is an apt metaphor for spirituality as well.  I have come across frequent 
references to a “Cloud of Witnesses.”  This is a phrase from the Christian tradition, the 
apocryphal Epistle of the Hebrews.  I have seen it often used as a phrase to represent a 
kind of heavenly support system, or ancestors of spirit who affirm one’s current spiritual 
struggles, or even just saints. 
 
What is a cloud but a thing that moves with you, looks powerful and yet changeable at the 
same time, sometimes bringing rain, and sometimes bringing respite from a bright sun?  A 
place of mystery and power that never goes away? 
 
And if a cloud stores anything, the way computer data clouds do, what do or own personal 
clouds store for us – what would be there if we carried around metaphorical clouds 
complete with our knowledge, experience, and wisdom?  What helpful and non-helpful, 
gloomy, bright, or beautiful parts of our wisdom do we carry around with us when we 
interact with others?  If we could choose people to watch over us and encourage us, or 
show us when we were wrong, who would be in that cloud?  If there were parts of our lives 
that cause us to act in destructive ways, and other parts that were healthy, what would 
those parts of our personal cloud cause us to do? 
 
My monthly theme of wisdom is one that I hope will encourage us to think of the wisdom 
that we pursue, that we discard, and that we generate – both individually and collectively.  
What do we have the power to hold on to?  What should work to blow away with us?  What 
is no more than illusion – a puff of smoke – not containing real wisdom after all?  
 
I hope to see you at many of this month’s programs and at our annual Fellowship Dinner. 
 
Yours in faith, 
Rev. Valerie 
 
 


